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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Council  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  Potters  Bar  for  the  year  1970  which  has  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Circular  l/71  received 
from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

As  usual  the  vital  statistics  and  figures  relating  to  the  social 
conditions  of  the  district  are  given  in  the  immediately  folloxvLng 
pages  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  details  for  1970?  in  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  Potters  Bar,  are  remarkable  in  that  they  show  a 
complete  reversal  of  the  trend  which  the  figures  generally  have 
shown  for  many  years  and,  in  some  cases,  are  the  reverse  of  the 
national  trend. 

This  is  the  first  time  for  nearly  thirty  years  (the  period  for  which 
detailed  records  are  available)  that  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
of  the  district  has  exceeded  the  number  of  live  births  -  or,  in  other 
words,  the  first  time  there  has  not  been  a  "natural"  increase  in  the 
population.  It  is  also  contrary  to  the  position  nationally.  The 
birth  rate  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  and  only  on  one  other  occasion 
in  the  period  mentioned  has  the  death  rate  for  Potters  Bar  exceeded 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  as  is  the  case  for  1970* 

The  number  of  deaths  is  the  highest  ever  recorded  (313)  and  shows  an 
increase  of  41  over  the  total  for  19 69.  As  has  been  the  case  for 

many  years  the  main  causes  of  deaths  were  the  various  forms  of  cancer 
and  heart  diseases  and  these  two  groups  show  the  greatest  increases 
over  the  previous  years'  figures.  There  is  also  an  unusual  increase 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  a  small  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  emphysema  (15  as  against  12  in 

1969), 
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One  could  speculate  on  the  reasons  for  this  sudden  change  in  the 
position  as  is  illustrated  by  the  statistics  but  it  would  require 
very  much  research  to  arrive  at  any  significant  conclusions.  I 
think  it  is  reasonably  safe  to  assume,  however,  that  at  least  a 
contributing  factor  is  that  the  population  of  Potters  Bar  is 
becoming  an  ageing  one.  Again  there  may  be  many  reasons  why 
this  should  be  so  but  it  is  well  known  that  an  increasing  number 
of  the  younger  residents,  when  they  marry,  have  to  seek 
accommodation  outside  the  district  partly  because  of  the  rapid 
escalation  of  the  cost  of  buying  houses  in  the  district  and 
partly  because  the  scope  for  new  building  is  so  very  limited. 

In  1969  only  16  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  and 
in  my  introduction  to  last  year's  report  I  commented  on  the  low 
number  of  measles  cases  and  attributed  a  possible  connection  with 
the  Measles  Vaccination  Scheme  operated  by  the  County  Council. 

This  year  242  cases  of  infectious  diseases  have  been  notified  - 
including  215  measles  cases.  Obviously  my  remarks  of  last  year 
were  premature. 

There  was,  however,  a  reduction  in  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  (2  compared  with  6  of  the  previous  year).  There  was 
one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  although  this  case  had  not 
appeared  on  the  tuherculosis  register  for  the  district.  There 
was  no  change  in  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  tuberculosis 
register  for  the  year. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  members  of  the  Public 
Health  staff  for  their  willing  help  in  all  matters  and  especially 
to  Mr.  Rooley,  Mr.  Rixson  and  Mr.  Orrigan  without  whom  the  smooth 
and  efficient  working  of  the  Public  Health  Department  would  not  be 
possible. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


M.  I.  OUTRAM 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

Area .  6,129  acre 

Population  (mid  1970  -  Registrar  General's  Estimate)  ..  25,260 

Number  of  rated  domestic  premises  (1st  April,  1970)  ••  8,308 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1970)  .  £1,488,124 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (year  commencing 
1st  April,  1970)  £6,400 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  births .  305 

Live  birth-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  12.1 

Live  birth-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  ..  ••  12.1 

Live  birth-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England 

and  Wales  .  ..  . . .  16.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3 

Still-births . 6 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  ..  19 

Total  live  and  still-births  . .  3H 

Infant  Mortality 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  5 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births .  16 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

England  and  Wales  .  18 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

legitimate  . .  7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

illegitimate  ••  ..  .  375 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  four  weeks) . 16 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  for 

England  and  Wales  .  12 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

(first  week)  . 16 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  35 
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Deaths 


Death-rate  (unadjusted)  per  1,000  population  .  12.4 

Death-rate  (adjusted)  per  1,000  population  .  12.0 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 


Births 


1970 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

136 

161 

297 

- 

6 

6 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

141 

164 

305 

- 

6 

6 
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DEATHS  -  Causes 


Male 


Total 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . .  . . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate  . . 

Leukaemia  . 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  . 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

Other  endocrine  etc.,  diseases  .*  . . 

Anaemias  . *  . .  . .  .. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  . 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  . 

Hypertensive  disease  . .  . 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  . 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  .  . . 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  . 

Asthma . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . .  . . 

Peptic  ulcer  . 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  . 

Nephritis  .and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Other  diseases,  geni to- urinary  system 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system  . 

Congenital  anomalies  . 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions . . 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

All  other  accidents  . .  . .  . . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  . 

All  other  external  causes  ..  . 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


Female 


1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

8 

12 

0 

7 

7 

17 

0 

17 

0 

8 

8 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

3 

2 

5 

14 

10 

24 

3 

0 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

31 

30 

61 

5 

7 

12 

19 

24 

43 

5 

8 

13 

0 

3 

3 

15 

25 

40 

7 

8 

15 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

3 

1 

4 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

155 

158 

313 
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The  following  tables  show  details  of  statistics  for  the  years 
since  1941* 

1.  POPULATION,  RATEABLE  VALUE,  etc. 


Year 

Number  of 
Rated  Domestic 
Premises 

Rateable  Value 
of  District  at 
1st  April 

Population 

(mid-year) 

1921  (Census) 

£ 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

- 

- 

5720 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

16800  (Estimate) 
17163  (Census) 

1952 

5149 

171,671 

I697O 

1953 

5247 

174,831 

17210 

1954 

5286 

180,300 

17620 

1955 

5485 

187,121 

17790 

1956 

5700 

193,264 

18910 

1957 

6400 

332,572 

20370 

1958 

6970 

346,170 

22000 

1959 

7219 

366,460 

22750 

I960 

7300 

389,254 

23140 

1961 

7500 

405,349 

23080  (Estimate) 
23360  (Census) 

1962 

7559 

422,417 

23530 

1963 

7637 

1,229,341* 

23870 

1964 

7685 

1,253,012 

24120 

1965 

7832 

1,296,030 

24440 

1966 

7960 

1,319,657 

24650 

1967 

8037 

1,350,224 

24730 

1968 

8116 

1,416,828 

25170 

1969 

8225 

1,451,681 

25240 

1970 

8308 

1,488,124 

25260 

*  New  Valuation  List  came  into  force  1st  April,  1963. 


-  6  - 
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DEATH  RATE,  BIRTH  RATE,  etc,  (unadjusted.) 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Dirth  Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality- 

Rate 

1941 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1942 

9.9 

17.1 

23.9 

1943 

9.7 

17.4 

16.1 

1944 

8.9 

20.6 

30.8 

1945 

10.4 

15.4 

36.4 

1946 

8.7 

I8.4 

14.1 

1947 

8.9 

19.0 

32.6 

1948 

7.8 

17.7 

6.9 

1949 

7.8 

15.3 

15.9 

1950 

8.4 

15.2 

19.8 

1951 

9.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1952 

8.9 

13.8 

21.3 

1953 

8.3 

14.2 

16.4 

1954 

7.4 

14.0 

12.1 

1955 

8.0 

13.6 

8.3 

1956 

9.2 

15.7 

27.0 

1957 

8.5 

15.5 

15.8 

1958 

7.7 

18.1 

10.1 

1959 

8.8 

16.0 

19.3 

I960 

8.1 

17.1 

20.2 

1961 

7.2 

17.0 

10.2 

1962 

8.4 

16.7 

10.2 

1963 

8.8 

17.0 

12.3 

1964 

8.7 

19.0 

19.6 

1965 

8.8 

16.2 

17.7 

1966 

8.7 

16.3 

7.5 

1967 

9.4 

15.8 

8.0 

1968 

10.7 

13.5 

12.0 

1969 

10.8 

15.1 

16.0 

1970 

12.4 

12.1 

16.0 

+  Figures  not  available 
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Section  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


The  Council's  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  deals  with  all 
the  functions  of  the  Department.  A  Sub-Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  deals  with  Home  Safety. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFI CERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) : 
M.  I.  OUTRAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  L.P.H. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  &  Housing  Manager: 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  &  Shops  Act: 

*J.  H.  ROOLEY,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

*R.  W.  RIXSON,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

F.  J.  ORRIGAN,  M.A.P.H.I., 


Rodent  Operator: 

G.  S.  MARTIN  (resigned  3I.I.7O) 
W.  ELLIS  (commenced  19.1.70) 


*  In  addition  to  the  basic  qualification  and  diploma 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  these 
Officers  hold  the  Diploma  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health  in  "Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings 
and  Public  Works". 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Peace  Memorial  Hospital,  Watford. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
were  s  - 


Mushroom  soup  powder  . ,  .  1 

Rried  Rice  . .  ,  . . 1 

Apple  Fritter  . . 

Ice-Cream  Samples  .  21 

Stools  ..  36 

Swimming  Pool  Water . 11 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  i-jnbulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Hertfordshire 
County  Council  and  vehicles  are  kept  at  various  stations 
throughout  the  County.  Since  the  transfer  of  Potters  Bar 
into  Hertfordshire  ambulances  have  operated  from  the  Fire 
and  Ambulance  Station,  Mutton  Lane. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

There  is  a  domiciliary  service  of  midwifery  and  general 
nursing  in  operation  in  the  district  provided  by  the 
Divisional  Health  Committee. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

There  are  two  clinics  -  one  at  The  Elms,  High  Street, 

Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  We If are  Centre,  Mutton  Lane, 

Both  these  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  dental  and  chiropody  services  and  cytology 
examinations.  The  Family  Planning  Association  hold  clinics 
at  the  Mutton  Lane  centre. 

HOSPITALS 

There  are  two  hospitals  within  the  district  —  Potters  Bar  and 
District  Hospitad,  Mutton  Lane,  and  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital  at 
South  Mimms.  They  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

The  cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to 
hospital . are  normally  sent  to  Coppett’s  Wood  Hospital.  The 
Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar  area  is  held  at  Clare  Hall. 
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Section  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company  and  all 
houses  have  a  mains  supply.  During  the  year  474  samples 
representative  of  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  14  samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

All  conformed  to  standards  of  purity  considered  suitable  for  public 
supply. 

The  water  supply  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  is  less  than 
0.2  p.p.m. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


On  the  sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  reports  as  follows s- 

"Only  one  major  scheme  has  been  commenced  for  completion  early 
in  1971 *  which  involves  the  renewal  of  the  pumping  main  in 
Park  Avenue,  the  old  main  having  suffered  a  series  of  fractures 
during  recent  years. 

As  a  preliminary  to  investigations  into  the  problems  of 
infiltration  of  the  surface  water  into  the  soil  sewers  a  survey 
of  all  the  sewers,  both  foul  and  surface  water,  has  been 
commenced  by  an  outside  firm  of  Consultants. 

Some  surcharge  problems  have  arisen  during  the  year  but  these 
have  been  no  more  serious  than  previously. 

Apart  from  this  problem  the  general  arrangements  for  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  within  the  district  are  satisfactory. " 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  Engineer  &  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports 

"The  pattern  of  street  and  gully  cleansing  has  continued 
unchanged  throughout  the  year,  with  contractors  carrying 
out  the  majority  of  the  latter  work. 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  by 
direct  labour  has  continued  very  satisfactorily  and  a 
minimum  of  complaints  has  been  received  during  the  year. 

Arrangements  for  tipping  are  still  covered  by  the  contract 
with  the  St.  Albans  Sand  &  Gravel  Company. " 

SWIMMING  POOL 


Since  the  opening  of  the  Council’s  swimming  pool  on  6th  May,  1968, 
regular  sampling  of  the  pool  water  has  been  carried  out.  Luring 
the  year  11  such  samples  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Watford,  for  bacteriological  examination.  All  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACT.  1961 

In  accordance  with  Section  153(l)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961, 
particulars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Act  are  shown 
as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

(a)  Removal  to  Hospital 

In  certain  circumstances  under  Section  47  of  this  Act,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  arrange  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  aged  or  infirm  persons  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  During  1970  it  was  not  necessary  to 
use  these  powers. 

(b)  Burial  of  the  Dead 

Under  Section  50  of  the  Act,  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
District  Council  to  arrange  the  burial  or  cremation  of  all 
persons  who  die  in  the  district  for  whom  no  suitable  arrangements 
otherwise  would  be  made.  No  occasions  arose  during  1970  when 
it  was  necessary  to  use  these  powers. 
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Section  D  -  Housing 

(See  Page  18  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  Report.) 


Section  E  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood 

(See  Page  22  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report.) 


Section  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OF,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1970  weres- 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

215 

- 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

- 

- 

r - 

Totals 

242 

- 

- 
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The  following  figures  show  notifications  of  certain  infectious 
diseases  since  1941* “ 


Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

0 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

306 

144 

1951 

15 

0 

3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

I64 

21 

1953 

22 

0 

1 

381 

142 

1954 

23 

0 

0 

8 

35 

1955 

4 

0 

1 

537 

9 

1956 

2 

0 

1 

30 

25 

1957 

6 

0 

0 

301 

16 

1958 

11 

0 

1 

20 

6 

1959 

5 

0 

1 

698 

9 

i960 

1 

0 

1 

16 

77 

1961 

0 

0 

2 

440 

3 

1962 

4 

0 

0 

36 

2 

1963 

4 

0 

0 

413 

21 

1964 

2 

0 

0 

27 

34 

1965 

2 

0 

0 

332 

3 

1966 

1 

0 

0 

217 

11 

1967 

4 

0 

0 

177 

9 

1968 

4 

0 

0 

54 

27 

1969 

9 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1970 

11 

0 

0 

215 

14 

Immunisation 

In  recent  years  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Council  have  been 
included  in  this  Report  showing  the  number  of  children  who  have 
received  immunisation  for  protection  against  diphtheria,  polio¬ 
myelitis,  small-pox,  measles,  etc. 

The  records  have  now  been  computerised  and  similar  figures  are 
no  longer  available.  However,  according  to  statistics  received 
from  the  County  Council  the  percentage  of  children  dealt  with  in 
1970  compares  favourably  with  that  of  recent  years. 
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Tuberculosis  -  1970 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Respi 

ratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Periods 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0-1 

. 

1-5 

- 

- 

— 

— 

5-15 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

15-25 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

25-55 

- 

- 

— 

35-45 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

_ m 

45-55 

- 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

55-65 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Over  65 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

Totals 

1970 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

1969 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  numbers  of  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  commencement 
and  end  of  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  as  the  foregoing 
gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  transfers,  or  of  persons  cured. 


Total  on  register 
at  commencement  of 
year. 

Pulmonary 

N  on- pulmonary 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

M 

P 

Total 

i 

1 — 1 

16 

47 

1 

4 

5 

52 

Total  on  register 
at  end  of  year. 

30 

16 

46 

2 

4 

6 

52 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  pages  contain  my  report  for  the  year  1970  on  the 
several  functions  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department. 

During  1970  there  was  no  new  major  legislation  enacted  which 
affected  the  duties  of  the  Department  but  as  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act  1969  became  better  known  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  enquiries  received  regarding  the  more  generous  improve¬ 
ment  grants  now  available  to  owners. 

Although  dealing  with  these  enquiries  proved  very  time-consuming, 
few  resulted  in  actual  applications  for  grants  as  most  enquirers 
seemed  to  be  under  the  impression  that  grants  were  available  for 
almost  any  type  of  alteration  or  repair.  I  referred  to  this  in 
my  report  last  year. 

The  Housing  Act  1969  also  contains  procedures  by  which  the  land¬ 
lord  of  a  "controlled"  property  can  apply  for  a  Qualification 
Certificate  which,  if  granted,  can  result  in  the  conversion  of  a 
"controlled"  tenancy  into  a  "regulated"  tenancy  and  several  land¬ 
lords  took  advantage  of  these  provisions.  This,  I  think,  is  a 
good  thing  as  before  a  Qualification  Certificate  can  be  issued  a 
property  has  to  have  all  modem  amenities  and  has  to  be  in  a  state 
of  good  repair  so  that  landlords  are  now  maintaining  properties  to 
a  better  standard  although,  of  course,  tenants  eventually  are 
obliged  to  pay  a  more  realistic  rent.  The  actual  number  of 
Qualification  Certificates  issued  during  the  year  was  comparatively 
few  but,  of  course,  it  it  known  that  there  are  not  very  many 
privately  tenanted  properties  in  Potters  Bar. 

Towards  the  end  of  1969 ,  the  Council  was  asked  to  arrange  for  an 
up-to-date  assessment  of  any  properties  which  remained  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  "slum  clearance  programme".  This  was  done  early  in 
1970  and  at  that  time  it  was  estimated  that  approximately  24 
properties  remained  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  ensuing  4  years 
(i.e.  by  the  end  of  1973).  These  properties  mainly  are  in  the 
more  rural  parts  of  the  district  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note 
that  the  more  generous  improvement  grant  provisions  are  already 
resulting  in  some  of  these  properties  being  the  subject  of 
enquiries  for  improvement  grants. 
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For  several  years  in  this  report  I  have  referred  to  the  generally 
high  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  district  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  of  routine  inspections  every  opportunity  is 
taken  to  encourage  employees  engaged  in  the  food  business  to 
follow  hygienic  practices.  It  is  still  true  to  say  that  the 
standard  of  premises  in  general  is  satisfactory  but  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  maintain  high  standards  of 
food  hygiene  because  of  the  rapid  "turnover"  of  persons  employed 
in  food  premises  and  the  use  of  untrained  labour.  The  number  of 
restaurants  and  caf6s  in  Potters  Bar  is  increasing  and  although, 
a,s  I  have  said,  the  premises  in  general  are  satisfactory  the 
habits  and  practices  of  some  employees,  in  many  cases,  leave  much 
to  be  desired.  Due  to  language  difficulties,  communication  with 
some  employees  is  difficult. 

Members  will  already  know  from  the  national  news  media,  that  there 
is  a  strong  body  of  opinion  regarding  the  desirability  of  "date- 
stamping"  of  certain  food  stuffs  -  e.g.  cooked  meats,  flour 
confectionery,  etc.  To  a  degree,  "date-stamping"  or  "coding"  is 
already  carried  out  but  as  it  is  at  present  done  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  public  are  unable  to  dicipher  the  code,  the  efficiency  of 
the  scheme  largely  depends  on  the  shop-keeper. 

Owing  to  the  reported  shortages  of  smokeless  fuels  and  their 
anticipated  scarcity  during  the  winter  it  was  at  one  time  thought 
that  the  Council’s  smoke  control  programme  would  have  to  be  slowed 
down  or  even  suspended,  but  after  lengthy  investigations  and 
consideration  of  evidence  as  to  the  availability  of  supplies 
locally  the  Council  decided  to  adhere  to  their  original  programme 
and  in  October  made  the  Potters  Bar  Urban  District  No.  4  Smoke 
Control  Order  1970.  This  Order  covers  an  .area  of  514  acres  and 
contains  a  total  of  866  buildings. 

The  Order  was  confirmed  in  1971  and  becomes  operative  on 
1st  November,  1971  and  at  that  time  a  large  part  of  the  built-up 
area  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  will  be  covered  by  Smoke 
Control  Orders. 

As  will  be  seen  in  later  pages  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the 
number  of  offices  registered  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act  and  also  in  the  number  of  staff  employed.  On  pages 
50  and  51  extracts  from  the  annual  report  required  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  are  given  but 
members  are  reminded  that  the  details  given  apply  only  to  those 
offices  and  shops,  etc.,  which  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  and  for  which  the  Council  are  responsible  for  administration. 
There  are  many  other  such  premises  in  the  district  which  are  either 
not  subject  to  the  Act  (e.g.  "one-man"  businesses)  or  which  ar*e 
administered  by  other  authorities  e.g.  H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate. 
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In  recant  years  the  department  has  been  fortunate  in  that  there 
have  been  very  few  changes  in  the  staff  but  during  1970,  on  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  G.  Martin  a  new  Rodent  Operator  and  General 
Assistant  was  appointed  and  there  were  also  two  changes  in  the 
clerical  section.  The  Council  also  created  a  new  post  of 
Technical  Assistant  whose  duties,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment, 
were  expected  to  be  approximately  half  in  connection  with  Public 
Health  functions  and  half  on  Housing  duties.  Unfortunately 
because  of  the  general  increase  in  housing  work  ho  has  so  far 
been  able  to  devote  little  time  to  assisting  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors. 

In  spite  of  the  changes  referred  to,  however,  all  members  of  the 
staff  have  worked  conscientiously  during  the  year  and  have  given 
good  service. 


Your  obedient  servant 


J.  H.  R00LEY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


Good  housing  conditions  are  essential  to  the  health  and  welfare 
of  every  family  and  the  attainment  of  this  standard  is  one  of  the 
most  important  and  rewarding  of  the  department’s  functions. 

These  duties  involve  the  repair  of  unfit  houses  which  are  capable 
of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost;  the  demolition  or  closure  of  those 
houses  which  are  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost 
and  the  improvement,  by  means  of  grants,  of  those  houses  which, 
although  sound  in  structure,  are  backing  in  modem  amenities  such 
as  bathroom,  internal  w.c.,  domestic  hot  water  supply,  a  wash 
basin  and  proper  facilities  for  the  storage  of  food. 

Since  1955  rauch  has  been  achieved  by  the  demolition  of  most  of  the 
really  bad  properties  and  their  replacement  by  houses  conforming  to 
modem  standards,  by  the  repair  of  those  houses  considered  suitable 
for  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  by  a  limited  number  of  improve 
mcnt  grants.  Today,  therefore,  although  a.  few  unfit  properties 
remain  and  some  are  still  without  modem  amenities,  the  standand  of 
housing  accommodation  in  the  Urban  District  con  be  regarded  as  good 
and  no  longer  a  serious  problem. 


Slum  Clearance 


No  houses  were  formally  represented  to  the  Council  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost,  but 
informal  negotiations  for  the  purchase  and  subsequent  demolition 
of  four  unfit  cottages  continued  during  the  yean. 


Repair 

In  a  district  where  the  standard  of  housing  accommodation  generally 
is  good  and  where  a  very  high  percentage  of  the  houses  are  owner/ 
occupied,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  duty  of  enforcing  the 
repair  of  dwelling  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts 
and  Public  Health  Acts,  is  no  longer  one  of  the  major  functions  of 
the  department.  During  the  year  only  21  primary  inspections 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  were  carried  out  as  a 
result  of  complaints  received.  These  figures  do  not  include 
those  dwelling  houses  dealt  with  for  choked  drainage  only.  These 
are  included  in  another  part  of  the  report. 

In  1970  defects  at  nineteen  dwelling  houses  were  remedied  after 
formal  or  informal  action. 
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Improvement  Grants 


Although  many  enquiries  were  made  involving  all  kinds  of 
improvement  work  to  dwelling  houses,  the  majority  of  those 
were  concerned  with  improvements  which  were  not  acceptable 
for  grant  purposes.  Only  four  formal  applications  for  grant 
were  approved  and  one  w.as  refused.  Details  of  those  approved 
are  an  follow s- 


Preari  ses  Nature  of  Improvement  Amount  of 

Grant 

63  Church  Road  Demolition  of  existing 

dilapidated  wash-house 
and  erection  of  a  single 
storey  extension  to 
accommodate  a  bathroom 
and  water  closet; 
extension  of  existing 
kitchen;  provision  of 
domestic  hot  waiter  supply; 
hot  and  cold  water 
supplies  where  necessary 
and  the  provision  of 
waste  and  soil  pipes; 
drainage  adaptations; 
provision  of  damp-proof 
course  and  improvement 
to  sub- floor  vent; 
certain  repairs 
incidental  to  improve¬ 
ments.  £965.66 

5  Coopers  Lane  Conversion  of  back  bedroom 

into  bathroom  comprising 
bath,  wash-hand  basin  and 
w.c.;  provision  of  hot 
and  cold  water  supplies 
where  necessary; 
plastering  the  internal 
walls  of  the  kitchen; 
renewal  of  kitchen  floor; 
drainage  adaptations; 
certain  repairs 
incidental  to  the 
improvements. 
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£248.45 


Premises 


Nature  of  Improvement  Amount  of 

Grant 

5  &  7  Whaley  Road  Demolition  of  part  back 

addition  and  rebuilding 
part  of  kitchen  and  a  new 
bathroom  extension 
comprising  w.c.,  bath  and 
wash-hand  basin |  the 
provision  of  a  domestic 
hot  water  supply  and  hot 
and/or  cold  water  services 
to  kitchen  sink,  bathroom, 
wash  basin  and  w.c. 5 
provision  of  a  new  floor 
to  the  existing  kitchen; 
drainage  adaptations; 
provision  of  a  horizontal 
damp-proof  course  and 

replastering  walls.  £868.00  (No.  5) 

£860.00  (No.  7) 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Qualification  Certificates 


Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969  introduces  a  new  system 
relating  to  the  rents  of  privately  rented  dwellings  which 
have  been,  or  are  to  be,  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard. 

It  provides  for  the  conversion  of  "controlled  tenancies"  to 
"regulated  tenancies"  in  certain  cases. 

A  landlord  of  a  "controlled"  house  which  is,  or  is  to  be, 
provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  is  in  good  repair 
and  fit  for  human  habitation  may  apply  to  the  Local  Authority 
for  a  "qualification  certificate"  which,  if  issued,  may  be 
submitted  to  the  Rent  Officer  who  may  then  fix  a  fair  rent 
under  the  Rent  Act,  1968. 

Seventeen  applications  for  "qualification  certificates"  were 
received  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ten  certificates  were  issued  -and  one  application  was  withdrawn. 
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Housing  Management 


The  Public  Health  and  Housing  Department  is  a  dual  Department 
in  that  it  deals  with  all  public  health  functions  of  the  Council 
and  also  those  of  housing  management. 

The  management  of  Council  houses  is  not  a  subject  required  to  be 
dealt  with  in  the  Annual  Report  but  a  brief  summary  of  the  main 
items  affecting  the  year  under  review  is  given  below.  It  is 
not  intended  to  be  a  comprehensive  report  of  all  details  of  the 
housing  management  duties  which  are  dea.lt  with  in  the  Department. 

During  1970  only  six  new  properties  were  built  -  these  were  six 
houses  on  the  Mutton  Lane  Estate  and  occupied  a  small  area  of 
land  which  had  been  excluded  from  the  main  contract.  Thirty- 
seven  applicants  were  housed  from  the  waiting  list  beoause  of 
vacancies  occurring  in  existing  properties  together  with  the  six 
new  houses.  In  addition  thirty-eight  transfers  were  effected 
making  a  total  of  seventy-five  lettings. 

During  the  year  negotiations  were  commenced  with  the  London 
Borough  of  Haringey  for  the  transfer  of  that  Authority’s  Estate 
in  Potters  Bar  to  this  Council  and  after  very  involved  and  lengthy 
negotiations,  agreement  was  reached  between  the  two  Councils  for 
the  transfer  to  take  place  on  1st  April,  1971*  Phe  necessary 

applications  to  the  Government  were  made  but,  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  Report,  approval  has  not  been  received. 

Discussions  also  took  place  with  the  London  Borough  of  Enfield 
with  a  view  to  receiving  from  that  Borough  an  allocation  of 
vacancies  on  their  Estate  in  Potters  Bar  to  applicants  from  this 
Council’s  waiting  list.  Eventually  Enfield  agreed  to  allocate 
two  casual,  vacancies  per  annum  and  this  arrangement  was  implemented 
during  1970. 


Luring  the  year  the  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  various 
waiting  lists  increased  by  125  to  520  but  a  detailed  analysis 
of  applications  on  the  Aged  Persons’  List  (ninety-seven  at  the 
end  of  the  year)  revealed  that  a  large  number  of  applicants 
would  not  accept  accommodation  immediately,  even  if  offered,  and 
it  was  discovered  that  their  applications  had.  been  lodged  mainly 
as  an  ’’insurance"  against  the  future,  e.g.  when  they  were  no 
longer  able  to  maintain  the  larger  properties  they  at  present 
occupied,  or  if  their  present  landlords  exerted  pressure  to  obtain 
possession. 
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Early  in  the  year  the  Council’s  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  held  a  special  meeting  to  discuss  the  recommendations 
of  the  "Cullingworth  Report”  and  although  most  of  the 
recommendations  had  been  practised  in  Potters  Bar  for  many 
years  certain  changes  were  made  in  the  Council’s  policy.  For 
instance  the  residential  qualification  wen  reduced  from  five 
years  to  three  years?  and  amendments  were  made  to  the  Points' 
Scheme  so  that  less  emphasis  was  placed  on  length  of  residence 
in  Potters  Bar  and  more  on  the  length  of  time  the  applicant  had 
been  in  need  of  alternative  accommodation.  It  was  also  decided, 
as  recommended  in  the  Cullingworth  Report,  to  accept  applications 
from  elderly  persons  having  sons  or  daughters  in  Potters  Bar  but 
who  themselves  had  not  previously  resided  in  the  district. 

Following  this  decision  several  such  applications  were  received 
but  in  view  of  the  general  shortage  of  accommodation  none  was 
allocated  accommodation  during  1970. 


HTSPECTION  ,1TB  5TJPERVI  SI  ON  OF  IPOD 

As  usual  a  considerable  amount  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors' 
time  was  devoted  to  the  unspectacular  but  nevertheless  important 
duty  of  ensuring,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  cleanliness  and 
safety  of  the  food  supplies.  This  work  not  only  entailed  the 
inspection  of  food  and  all  the  various  types  of  food  premises  and 
vehicles,  but  "on  the  spot”  education  and  advice  to  food  handlers 
and  management  on  the  subject  of  food  hygiene. 

Two'  hundred  and  forty- two  inspections  and  other  visits  were  made 
to  the  various  food  premises,  vehicles,  etc.,  in  which  food  was 
prepared,  stored  or  sold.  Twenty-nine  informal  notices  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 

I960  were  served,  .and  twenty-two  informal  notices  were  complied 
with  during  the  year. 

The  tables  that  follow  show  at  the  Jlst  December  1970  the  principal 
food  trades  in  the  district,  and  the  number  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 •  - 

Catering  Establishments 


(a)  Restaurants,  cafes,  etc .  ..  ..  ..  ..24 

(b)  School  Meals  Centres.  ..  . .  ..12 

(c)  Works  Canteens.  ..  ..  . . .  ..  ..13 

(c)  Hospital  and  Institution  Kitchens  .  10 
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Bakehouses  . 

Butchers  . 

Fishmongers . 

Grocers  . 

Greengrocers 

Milk  Distribution  Depots 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Public  Houses 
Sweet  Shops 


17 
6 

27 

18 
1 
5 

13 

18 


Ice-creams- 


Manufacturers  . 

Vendors  only  (Registered)  .  41 


Humber  of  food  premises,  by  type,  registered 
under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933. 


Storage,  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  .  41 

Manufacture  of  sausages . .  10 

Boiling  of  hams .  5 

Cooking  of  poultry .  • .  4 

Frying  of  fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . » .  4 

Pickling  of  pork  and  beef  . .  . .  ..  . .  1 

Preserved  foods .  . .  . . .  ••  2 


Certificates  of  Exemption 


No  Certificates  of  Exemption  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
I960  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Ice-cream 


Most  of  the  ice-cream  retailed  within  the  district  was  obtained 
from  large  scale  manufacturers  outside  the  district,  and  as  usual 
there  were  a  few  itinerant  traders  selling  in  the  district  from 
premises  outside. 

Three  new  applications  for  registration  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  lor  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream 
were  received,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  forty-one 
premises  registered. 
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During  1970,  twenty-one  samples  of  ice- or earn  were  obtained  and 
subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Watford.  The  results  were  as  follow; - 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

16 

3 

2 

0 

All  unsatisfactory  results  were  investigated  but  the  reasons  for 
the  low  gradings  were  not  established. 


Milk  Supply  -  Brucella  Abortus 

A  further  report  of  the  collection  of  a  brucellosis  positive  milk 
sample  from  a  farm  was  received  from  the  County  Public  Health 
Department.  This  was  investigated  and  steps  were  taken  to  ensure 
that  all  the  milk  produced  from  this  establishment  was  pasteurised 
before  human  consumption. 


Pood  Poisoning 

Three  sporadic  cases  of  salmonella  food  poisoning  were  notified 
and  investigated  during  1970.  The  causal  organisms  were  S.  Typhi- 
murium,  S. Reading  and  S. Panama  respectively.  In  no  case  was  the 
source  of  the  infection  definitely  established. 


Inspection  and  Sampling  of  Food 

During  the  year  eleven  food  complaints  were  received  from  members 
of  the  public  and  investigated  by  the  department.  These  complaints 
were  due  to  a  variety  of  reasons,  but  it  would  appear  that  the  cause 
of  many  of  them  continued  to  be  bad  stock  rotation  either  on  the  part 
of  the  retailer  or  by  visiting  salesmen  who  assume  the  responsibility 
of  displaying  the  merchandise  of  their  own  companies.  Warnings 
were  given  where  necessary,  but  no  statutory  action  was  taken. 

Several  other  food  complaints  concerning  foreign  matter  in  food  were 
referred  directly  to  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 
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The  quantity  of  food  which  was  examined  and  found  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  subsequently  surrendered  and  destroyed 
was: 


Unsound  Food  -  1970 


cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 

Fresh  meat  . .  -  1  3 

Canned  meat .  -  -  8 

Fresh  fish  ........  -  3  12 

Frozen  foods  .  -  1  16 


1  2  11 


All  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tips. 


In  addition  to  the  investigation  by  the  County  of  specific 
complaints  concerning  the  sale  of  food  not  of  the  nature, 
substance  or  quality  demanded  by  the  purchaser,  the  routine 
sampling  of  food  for  adulteration,  etc.,  was  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Control  Department  of  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council.  Mr.  E.  1.  Nisbet,  Chief  Officer  of  that  department 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  concerning 
samples  taken  in  Potters  Bar  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1970s- 


Bread 


Sample 


Grapefruit  Juice 

Tomato  paste 

Minced  beef  with  onion 
and  gravy 

Egg  macaroni  shells 
Paw  Paw  cubes 


Report 

Customer  complaint.  Foreign  body 
consisted  essentially  of  a  mass  of 
charred  dough  containing  a  small 
proportion  of  iron.  Letter  of 
caution  to  bakers. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 


Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 


Liquid  fruit  pecton  Genuine. 

Seasoning  Genuine. 
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Sample 


Report 


Milk  C.I. 

Genuine. 

Milk  Homogenised  (2) 

Milk  Pasteurised  (2) 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Milk  Sterilised 

Genuine. 

Milk  (2) 

Milk  (Sterilised)  (2) 

Genuine. 

Genuine. 

Milk  Homogenised 

Genuine. 

Milk  C.I. 

Genuine. 

Big  portions  of  plaice 

Customer  complaint.  Alleged  not 
plaice.  Fish  too  small  for  true 
identification. 

Sauce  tartare 

Genuine. 

Dutch  onion  chutney 

Genuine. 

Toasty  grill 

Genuine. 

Creamed  mushrooms 

Genuine. 

Pate  of  smoked  kipper 

Genuine. 

Fluffy  mashed  potato 

Genuine. 

Mincemeat 

Genuine. 

Tarragon  mayonnaise 

Genuine. 

Condensed  minestrone  soup 

Genuine. 

Cheese  spread  with  ham 

Genuine. 

Party  sausages 

Genuine. 

Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

There  axe  no  known  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
district. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  the  most  important  of  the 
department's  functions  in  the  field  of  pest  control.  Por  this 
purpose  the  Council  employ  a  rodent  operator  and  his  services 
are  available  to  occupiers  of  buildings  and  land  on  a  rechargeable 
basis.  In  the  case  of  dwelling  houses,  however,  a  nominal  charge 
of  13p  is  made. 

Certain  other  pests  of  public  health  significance  are  dealt  with 
from  time  to  time  and  in  particular  large  numbers  of  wasps'  nests 
are  destroyed  annually. 

Advice  on  the  eradication  of  farm  pests  such  as  rabbits,  squirrels, 
certain  birds,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Regional  Pests  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Rats  and  Mice 


In  the  year  under  review  129  notifications  of  rats  and/or  mice 
were  received  and  investigated  compared  with  157  during  1969*  The 
number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out  as  a  routine  measure  or 
associated  with  notifications  was  187  compared  with  190  in  19&9* 
and  the  total  number  of  treatments  was  165  compared  with  140  last 
year. 

The  occupiers  of  seven  farms  took  advantage  of  the  Council's  contract 
service  for  agricultural  holdings  and  these  farms  were  regularly 
inspected  and  treated  when  necessary. 

As  in  previous  years  the  methods  of  eradication  employed  were  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  No  warfarin  resistance  was  found  amongst  the 
rat  population. 

The  types  of  infestation  encountered  followed  the  usual  pattern  - 
gardens,  yards  and  outbuildings  attached  to  dwelling  houses 
predominating. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department 
during  1970s- 

Number  of  primary  surveys  carried  out; 

by  (a)  notification . 129) 

(b)  otherwise  ..  ..  .  58)..  187 

Total  number  of  visits  ma.de  in  connection  with 
Rodent  Control 
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1,040 


Number  of  separate  treatments  carried  out; 


Rats 


Nice 


Total 


a)  by  Local  Authority .  127  38  165 

b)  by  Occupiers  . 


127  38  165 

Number  of  cases  where  no  infestation  was  found  .  22 

The  details  that  follow  show  the  types  of  infestation  dealt  with  by 
the  Local  Authority; 

Rats  Nice  Total 

7  22  29 

101  -  101 


8  4  12 


11  12  23 


127_ 38  1 63 

Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 

1949s- 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  in  respect  of; 


(a)  treatment  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17) 

(b)  structural  work  (proofing)  ..  . .  -  )  ..  ..17 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served 


Legal  proceedings  instituted 
Premises  rat-proofed 

Other  Pests 


Dwelling  houses  . .  . 

Gardens  and  Yards  (incl.  outbuildings) 

Sewers  and  drains  . 

Agricultural  Property  . 

Schools  (including  Meals  Centres) 

Shop  Premises  . 

Building  Sites  . 

Other  Premises 


The  work  carried  out  by  the  department  in  connection  with  the 
eradication  of  insect  pests,  other  than  wasps,  was  confined  almost 
entirely  to  advisory  measures. 

Wasps’  nests  were  treated  by  the  department  at  118  premises  and 
advice  was  offered  in  many  other  cases. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  Urban  District  is  not  within  an  anea  defined  as  a  "black 
area",  and  it  has  no  industrial  smoke  problem.  It  has,  however, 
the  usual  problem  from  dwelling  houses. 


Clean  Air  Acts  1956/1968 

(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas 

In  the  summer  of  1970  a  survey  of  proposed  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  4 
was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  postal  questionnaire  supplemented, 
where  necessary,  by  personal  insj^ection.  The  area  concerned  is 
to  the  west  of,  and  adjoining,  areas  Nos.  1  and  2  and  is  514  acres 
in  extent.  It  comprises  852  dwelling  houses,  4  commercial  premises, 
1  industrial  building  and  9  other  premises,  a  total  of  866  buildings. 

In  November  the  Council  made  the  Potters  Bar  Urban  District  No.  4 
Smoke  Control  Order  1970,  declaring  the  above  area  a  Smoke  Control 
Area.  This  Order,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Environment  early  in  1971 >  will  become  operative  on 
1st  November,  1971. 

(b)  Smoke  Nuisances 

Only  infrequently  is  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  in 
regard  to  smoke  nuisances.  Thirteen  complaints  concerning  domestic 
and  industrial  bonfires  were  investigated  during  the  year  and  were 
resolved  satisfactorily  without  recourse  to  any  statutory  action. 

(c)  New  Eurnaces  and  Chimneys 

Formal  applications  for  the  prior  approval  of  new  furnaces  under 
section  3  (ii)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  and  for  the  approval  of 
chimney  heights  under  section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  195&  and 
section  6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968  are  dealt  with  by  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  and  myself.  During  the  year  four  notices  of  intention 
to  install  furnaces  under  section  3(iii)  were  received  and  in  two 
cases  alterations  to  chimney  heights  were  recommended. 

(e)  National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution 

In  1961  the  Council  agreed  to  a  request  by  the  Department  of 
Scientific  &  Industrial  Research  to  co-operate  in  a  national  survey 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  for  this  purpose  set  up  two  air 
pollution  measurement  stations.  These  were  established  at 
Wyllyotts  Manor  and,  in  collaboration  with  the  Education  Office, 
at  Mount  Grace  School. 
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At  each  of  these  sites  apparatus  is  installed  to  measure  the 
concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur-  dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 
Readings  are  taken  daily  and  are  sent  for  analysis  to  the 
Warren  Springs  Laboratory  at  Stevenage  at  the  end  of  every  four 
or  five-week  period.  Readings  taken  throughout  the  country  are 
subsequently  tabulated  etc.,  and  published  monthly  by  the 
Department  of  Scientific  &  Industrial  Research. 

OFFICES.  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY 

PREMISES  ACT.  1965 

The  main  provisions  of  this  Act  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  August,  1964.  The  purpose  of  the  Act  is  to  safeguard  the 
health,  welfare  and  safety  of  all  persons  employed  in  offices, 
shops  and  warehouses,  railway  premises,  etc.,  thus  extending  to 
such  workers  similar  working  conditions  to  these  afforded  the 
industrial  worker  by  the  Factories  Acts.  Since  the  passing  of 
the  Act  in  1963  the  Minister  has  made  several  Orders  and 
Regulations  prescribing  standards  for  such  matters  as  sanitary 
conveniences,  washing  facilities,  first  aid  facilities, 
dangerous  machines,  and  hoists  and  lifts. 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Report 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  for 


the  period  ended  31st  December,  1970s- 
Ro.  of  registered  premises 

Offices  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Retail  shops  .  168 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  .  7 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public, 

canteens  . .  .  30 

Fuel  storage  depots  .  - 

Total  316 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises s- 

Class  of  workplace  No.  of  persons 

employed 

Offices  ..  ..  .  If  553 

Retail  shops  .  905 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  .  152 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 

public . 192 

Canteens .  24 

Fuel  storage  premises  . .  ..  - 

TOTAL  2.826 
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Total  males 
Total  females 


..  1,351 
..  1,475 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises .  . . 


Applications  for  exemptions s- 

Space  (Section  5  (2)  ) 

Temperature  (Section  6)  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Section  $) , , 
Washing  facilities  (Section  10) 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Prosecutions 


Nil 


Accidents 

Two  minor  accidents  were  notified  under  Section  48  of  4he  Act, 


DRAINAGE 


The  demand  for  the  Council’s  service  to  owners  and  occupiers  of 
certain  premises  (mainly  dwelling  houses)  for  the  clearance  of 
obstructed  drainage  systems  under  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1961,  at  a  standard  charge,  continued  to  grow. 

During  the  year  114  choked  drainage  systems  involving  288  premises 
were  dealt  with  by  the  department,  and  at  10  premises  the  drainage 
systems  were  repaired,  re-constructed  or  enlarged.  Charges 
totalling  £270.00  were  made  in  respect  of  the  clearance  of  private 
drainage  systems  other  than  public  sewers. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 


With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  19^0, 
"noise  or  vibration  which  is  a  nuisance"  can  be  dealt  with  as  a 
statutory  nuisance  for  the  purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  In  the  case  of  a  nuisance  of  the  kind  produced  in  the 
course  of  a  trade  or  business  it  is  a  defence  for  the  defendant  to 
prove  that  the  best  practicable  means  have  been  used  for  preventing, 
and  for  counteracting  the  effect  of,  the  noise  or  vibration. 

During  the  year  only  3  complaints  of  noise  were  received  and  21 
visits  were  made  to  investigate  them. 


-  31  - 


All  three  cases  were  abated  satisfactorily  by  informal  action. 
Structural  work  was  necessary  in  two  of  the  cases. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


C aravan  Sites 


The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  empowers  a 
Local  Authority  to  grant  licences  to  the  occupiers  of  caravan 
sites,  and  to  control  those  sites  from  the  point  of  view  of 
public  health  and  amenity  by  the  imposition  of  conditions 
attached  to  the  licence. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  4  caravan  sites  in 
the  district  each  of  which  housed  one  caravan.  All  were  in 
possession  of  licences.  One  site  licence  expired  in  April 
and  another  on  the  31st  December,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
these  had  not  been  renewed  and  were  awaiting  planning  decisions. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  193.1 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  the 
above  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 

Three  applications  for  licences  to  keep  pet  shops  were  received 
during  the  year,  and  at  each  shop  conditions  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory  and  licences  were  issued. 

Street  Trading 

No  formal  applications  for  street  trading  licences  were  received. 
Shops  Act.  1950 

Inspection  duties  under  the  Shops  Acts  are  usually  combined  with 
those  under  other  headings  carried  out  at  shop  premises,  but  many, 
enquiries  are  dealt  with  usually  in  connection  with  hours  of  closing, 
Sunday  Trading,  etc. 

Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  19th  August,  1961 
repealed  the  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952.  No  action 
was  needed  during  the  year. 


-  32  - 


Hiding  Establishments  Act,  19^4 


This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April, 
1965,  provides  for  the  licensing  of  riding  establish¬ 
ments  by  the  Local  Authority.  A  fee  of  £10.00  is 
payable  and  the  licence  remains  in  force  for  one  year. 

In  1970  no  applications  for  a  licence  were  received. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  19&3 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1964,  provides  for  the  licensing  of  animal  boarding 
establishments  by  local  authorities.  A  licence  fee  of 
50p. ,  is  payable  and  the  licence  remains  in  force  for 
one  year.  No  licences  were  issued  in  1970. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regul lions 

The  Council's  various  functions  under  the  Acts  and 
Regulations  dealing  with  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit,  petroleum  mixtures  and  other  substances  subject 
to  licence  control  are  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

During  1970  three  new  licences  were  issued  -  two  at 
premises  which  previously  had  been  licensed  and  where 
licences  had  lapsed  because  of  failure  to  comply  with 
certain  of  the  Council's  requirements.  Three  licences 
were  transferred  on  changes  of  occupation. 

At  the  time  of  installation  new  storage  tanks  are 
subjected  to  an  air  pressure  test  and  existing  tanks 
are  tested  periodically  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  particular  licence  (usually  by  ullage  or 
nitrogen  pressure  tests).  During  1970  several  tanks 
at  four  licensed  premises  were  tested  prior  to  the 
issue  or  renewal  of  licences  and  in  several  cases  where 
tanks  became  dis-used  they  were  rendered  safe  either 
by  filling  with  water  as  a  temporary  measure  or  by 
filling  with  concrete. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  25  licences  were  in  force  and 
these  permitted  a  total  storage  capacity  of  150,080 
gallons. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINI  STRATI  ON 

Classification  of  inspections  and  other  visits  made  in  the  year 

Public  Health  Acts  ..  . .  ..  ..  «.  ••  »•  . . .  507 

Housing  Acts  . 121 

Food  and  Drugs  Act . 242 

Factories  let .  71 

Clean  Air  Act . * . 170 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations  • .  . .  .  48 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  .  170 

Shops  Act  . . . 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  ..  «•  ••  ••  4 

Noise  Abatement  Act  .  21 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act  . .  1 

Pet  Animals  Act  . .  . .  . 

Rag  Flock  Act . 

Riding  Establishments  Act  ..  . «  ..  .«  .  ••  •• 

Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act  -  Employment  Agencies  . .  . .  4 

Imported  Food  Regulations  19&8  •«  ••  ••  . . 

Infectious  Diseases  .  ^7 

Pest  Control; 

(a)  Rats  and  mice  .  ••  1,040 

(b)  Insects  and  birds  . .  *•  ••  •*  ••  ••  171 

Administrative  visits  ..  . . *  54 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  l^® 

No  access  visits  . .  .  ••  172 

Total  2 >958 
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Details  of  Formal  and  Informal  Action 


Number  of  premises  etc.,  in  respect  of  which 

informal  notices  were  given .  66 

Number  of  premises  etc.,  where  improvements  were 
effected  following  informal  notices  . .  . .  5® 

Formal  or  Statutory  Notices  served  .  Nil 


Legal  proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Appendix 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


' 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3*4 
and  6  are  to  be 

2 

1 

enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 

78 

26 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

'iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

5 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

Total 

85 

27 

- 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


f 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number  of 

cases 

Particulars 

Referred 

in  which 

(1) 

prosecutions 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

were 

Pound 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness  (s.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary- 

Conveniences  (s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

or  defective 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

1 

1 

j  — 

— 

- 

Total 

1 

i 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1  ==■ 
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Part  VIII 


Outworkers 

Outwork  (Sections  133  &  134) 

Number  of  outworkers  in  district  according 

to  lists  received  ..  ..  . .  . .  . . .  ..  ..  69 
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